50 A SHORT HISTORY OF THE BRITISH ARMY
III. the conquest of canada,
For the forthcoming campaign of 1758 Abercromby was
placed in chief command in America vice Loudoun — a nomina-
tion which reflects, ill on Pitt's reputation for a judicious choice
of his subordinates. A threefold advance was to be made
against the French territory ; 14,000 men, under Amherst, were
to besiege and take Louisburg, and subsequently advance up
the St. Lawrence against Quebec ; 15,000 men under Aber-
cromby's personal command were to strike northwards against
the' middle course of that river from Albany ; and a column of
6000 men under Forbes on the left had as its objective Fort
Duquesne.
Amherst's army was delayed in its passage across the
Atlantic by calms and storms, and was not assembled at Halifax
till June. The flotilla at once set sail for Cape Breton Island,
to invest the " Dunkirk of America ", strongly held by 4000
good troops and several ships of war. A landing was boldly
effected by one of the British brigades under Wolfe, west of
Louisburg, on June 8, in face of determined hostile resistance ;
the rest of the force was quickly got ashore, and by the 26th the
investment of the fortress was completed, and the bombardment .
begun. Harbour, forts, town and ships were quickly reduced
to ruins by the fierce and effective fire of the British guns, and
on July 27, seven weeks after the first landing of the besiegers,
the white flag was raised. At the surrender of the fortress there
passed into British hands 5600 prisoners, naval and military,
340 guns and much ammunition and stores, together with the
whole of the territory of Cape Breton and Prince Edward
Islands. The season was still young and many of Amherst's
subordinates advocated an immediate advance up river ; but
the necessity bf consolidating his conquest, and still more the
arrival of bad news from the Hudson, induced the British
commander to content himself with what had already been
achieved. Small columns were sent out far and wide to destroy
the French settlements on the coast, and Amherst himself,
with five battalions, set off by sea to reinforce Abercromby.
That incompetent commander had met with a serious
disaster. After assembling 15,000 men at Albany by the end
of June, and transferring them by water to the head of Lake
George, he had encountered the French under Montcalm in
person entrenched in front of Ticonderoga. His adversary had
under 4000 men available, but they took fearful toll of the
British advancing frontally and in mass against their position,
and Abercromby, having ruined the morale and sacrificed the
flower of his army, fell back disheartened to his starting-point.

